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EXT. STAGE BUI LD SITE - DAY

As a steami ng hot day rolls on, TRAJAN KING (African Anerican
mal e, early 30s, nicknane Jan (pronounced "Han")) is hanging
froma partially made scaffold. He works as a freel ance
stagehand/clinber for a live entertai nment AV conpany.
Hanging froma |ower point in the structure, he either hands
beam pol es to other clinbers fromworkers on the ground or he
fits the beampoles to the netal joints with bolts, nuts, and
a claw hammer. This work goes on for hours as the crew builds
t he outdoor stage with varying |levels of cohesion. Comrmands
can be heard being barked fromboth the clinbers and the
ground crew as the crew works on til the evening. As the work
day ends for the stage crew, Trajan | eaves the site and wal ks
down the street.

EXT. WASHI NGTON D. C. STREETS - TW LI GHT

Traj an wal ks down the street, tired fromworking during the
hot day. The lights and cars glisten in the D.C. twlight sky
as he wal ks over bridges, crosses streets and wal ks over busy
si dewal ks towards the netro station.

| NT. DC METRO

Trajan stands on the netro platform surrounded by a | arge
crowmd of people all waiting to get on the train. Tired from
the day's work, he ignores the fact that he can barely nove
in any direction. This continues inside the railcar as he is
standing in the passageway of the train, barely being able to
nove fromside to side. Most of the people in the train are
trying to get to an event or sone place where they are trying
to have fun. However, Trajan is part of the handful in the
cromd that are clearly comng froma hard day's work. As the
train continues down the rail line, the train enpties. This

| eaves Trajan with only a handful of other people since his
stop is the last on the line. Trajan is surprised when he
hears the PA say that the train has reached the | ast stop.
Hi s fatigue has caused himto | oose track of tinme. He gets
out of the train and heads towards his car in the parking

gar age.

| NT/ EXT. TRAJAN S CAR (DC/ MD STREETS) - NI GHT

Trajan drives through the streets of DC out towards where he
lives in the suburbs of Prince George's County, Maryland. He
lives wwth his parents, which he has ever since graduating
fromcollege, since the recession stymed his ability to get
his career started as well as nove on in his life. He parks

EPISODE TITLE: VACANCY (PILOT)



SHOW: COHAB

the car along the curb in front of the house and enters.

| NT. KING HOUSE (KI TCHEN HALLWAY) - NI GHT

Trajan wal ks into the nostly dark house with only the oven
light left on as a night light, a procedure done by his
parents when he doesn't get back until late. He opens the
refrigerator and sees a container with pasta. On the pasta
container is a note that says "Jan, Dinner. Mon. He grabs
the container and sticks it in the mcrowave to warmit back

up.
| NT. KI NG HOUSE (TRAJAN BEDROOM

Trajan sits in his bedroom which is in the basenent. In
front of his conputer he multitasks between eating, doing
sone small coding for his personal/portfolio website, and

wat chi ng tel evision. He goes through the emails in his inbox,
nost of them are job response letters from various conpanies
that he applied for. Al of the new emails say in sone form
that the conpani es thank himfor applying, however they have
decided to go with soneone el se for the web devel opnent
position. He cycles through the dozens of responses, deleting
them as he reads the conputer-generated rejection nessages.
Then he sends out dozens of emails and online fornms applying
to several jobs. At this point, his nightly job hunting has
become routine to the point that the rejection |letters do not
phase himand any application he fills out comes with no
optimsm for himit is just going through the notions. He
takes a look at a read email, a reply with information for an
interview he has tonorrow norning. He sighs, trying to sumon
the strength for hope even though he figures that it wll
ultimately end up being a waste of time. He continues to
watch his TV show and eat as his job hunting routine
continues on into the night.

END OF TEASER
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| NT/ EXT. TRAJAN S CAR (DC STREETS) - DAY

Trajan is driving through the DC streets towards a job
interview Wth | ow expectations, he parks on the street
nearby the office building and wal ks towards the conpany's
| ocation for the interview

| NT. OFFI CE (LOBBY) - DAY

Trajan wal ks, with a bookbag on his shoulder, into the office
towards the RECEPTIONI ST (fermale; late 20's) at the front
desk in order to check-in for his interview

RECEPTI ONI ST
Good norning, wel cone to Synbol
Studi os. How are you doi ng today?

TRAJAN
Fine, thank you. I'mhere for an
interview. Name's Trajan King.

RECEPTI ONI ST
(1 ooking at office schedul e)
King ... ok, | see. You're our 11:15
appointment. Trajan, that's a really
odd nane.
TRAJAN

My dad is really into ancient Roman
history, so that's where that cane
from But hey, at least it gave ne a
cool nickname. Everyone calls ne Jan

RECEPTI ONI ST
Yeah, that is a cool nicknane.

Trajan and the receptioni st have a nice nonent with each
ot her since they both are fully aware of where the ni cknane
conmes from

RECEPTI ONI ST
So, while you wait, would you I|ike
anything to drink? Water, tea, coffee,
soda?

TRAJAN
Not hi ng ri ght now. Thanks.

Trajan wal ks away fromthe receptionist's desk and towards
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the waiting area to wait for the interview

| NT. OFFI CE (MEETI NG ROOM - DAY

Trajan is called into the neeting roomfor an interview

| nsi de the neeting room he neets the WEB MANAGER ( Caucasi an
mal e; early 50's) and the conpany's LEAD DEVELOPER (Caucasi an
female; early 40's). The two sit down in front of him and
begin the interview

VEB MANAGER
Hell o, nice to neet you ..
(1 ooks at papers)
Trajan. Let's get started.

Trajan listens to themas attentively as he can, although
he's having a hard tinme keeping an interest in what they are
saying. Since he does a lot of interviews, he nostly knows
what the interviewers are going to say and ask. The questions
are mainly about his credentials, his experience, what
software he uses, along with other cookie cutters questions,

i ncl udi ng what interests himnost about working at the
conpany. One question does get his attention, which the web
manager begins to ask.

VEB MANAGER
| see that there is a gap in your
resunme, between the tine you graduated
to around 2012. Wiy is that?

TRAJAN
What do you nmean?

LEAD DEVELOPER
He just wants to know why there's a
huge span of time between jobs on your
resune. It | ooks a bit odd.

Trajan has a small |augh with hinsel f because of the
guestion. Even though the |laugh was not |oud, the web nanager
still hears it and is very upset by it.

WEB MANAGER

| s there sonething funny?

TRAJAN
What do you nean?

VWEB MANAGER

You were |laughing. |Is there sonething
funny? Did | amuse you?
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TRAJAN
Are you serious?

Trajan | ooks at the web manager and | ead devel oper, waiting
to see if the two of themwere really that serious about
Trajan laughing to hinmself about the situation. There
denmeanor doesn't change.

TRAJAN
Well, fuck it then

Trajan's node quickly turns fromconfused to retaliatory.

TRAJAN
Sonetimes | don't understand how you
peopl e get your fucking jobs.

The web manager and the | ead devel oper react unhappily to
Trajan' s statenent.

VB MANAGER
HOW DARE YOU!

LEAD DEVELOPER
What is the neaning of this!?

TRAJAN
(defiantly points at the two of
t hem
HEY! Shut up! You will sit there and
you will listen. It's ny turn, I'm

tal king, shut it!

The | ead devel oper tries to talk but Trajan shushes her,
along with the web nmanager as a precaution.

TRAJAN

Now | et's get sone sinple facts
straight that even a shit eating | enur
woul d know. Yes, | have a gap in ny
resune. However, it does not nean
suck at ny job or | just canme out of
prison. Al you have to do is watch
the news, idiot. It's called a
recession, a lot of people weren't
wor ki ng. But of course you two
woul dn't know t hat.

(points at web manager)
You probably here cause of your daddy
or sone rich asshole friend.
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Web manager | ooks awkwardly because he knows the statenent is
true.

TRAJAN
(points at | ead devel oper)

And you, now don't get me wong, it
can be hard for wonen in your
position, | get that. However, |'m
sorry, |'ve seen your stuff and you
have to be doing something dirty to
sonebody here to keep your job. The
boss, a VP, hin?

Lead devel oper | ooks at the web manager hesitantly, trying
not to react.

TRAJAN
H s son?

Lead devel oper has a strikingly reserved | ook on her face
after Trajan nmentions the web manager's son as a theory.

TRAJAN

(taken aback because of awkward

si tuation)

Ww. Didn't nmean to open that door.
That's just a bit strange.

(reverts back to angry deneanor)
Anyhow, don't play these ganes with
me. Either hire ne or don't. Don't
make up bullshit reasons to nmake
your sel ves feel good. It's a waste of
my damm tinme. So, in conclusion, fuck
you two, fuck this job, and fuck
everything asswi pes |ike you stand
for. I'mout!

Trajan stornms out of the neeting room |eaving the web
manager and | ead devel oper al one to ponder what j ust
happened.

| NT. OFFI CE (LOBBY) - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Trajan wal ks into the | obby with his head held high, feeling
i ke he just won a huge victory. He wal ks out towards the
wai ting area, but he stops and turns back towards the
receptionist's table.

TRAJAN

| think I'I'l take that drink. Soda
pl ease.
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The receptioni st reaches into the mni-fridge and pulls out a
soda can. Trajan see that there are bottles in there.

TRAJAN
No, bottle please.

The receptioni st has a confused | ook, but quickly relents and
gives Trajan the bottle. Trajan | ooks across the table and
sees a tray of snacks sitting on the table for guests. He

wal ks towards the basket, opens his bookbag, and enpties the
basket of snacks into his bag. He sees that the receptioni st
is looking at him confused as to why his is doing this.
Trajan | ooks at her, pulls a business card out of his wallet,
and puts it on the table in front of her. He then proceeds to
do hand gestures telling her to call himlater on. After

that, Trajan confidently wal ks out of the office.

EXT. GRANDMA' S HOUSE (PORCH) - DAY

Trajan is sitting on the porch of GRANDVA GEM s (African
American female, late 80's) house talking to her about his
day. It's a beautiful day outside, but Trajan is visibly
depressed about what happened today. Trajan is really close
to G andma Gem who he feels like he can talk to as a friend.
However, there are tinmes when Trajan has to remi nd G andma
Gemthat the two of themare famly and not a couple of guys
tal king on the street.

TRAJAN
So, that's how!l wish it went down
after he said those stupid questions.

GRANDVA GEM
Ha, at a big whig office like that?
You' d probably been shot.

TRAJAN
Probably. Everybody there had | ooks
i ke they were shocked that | knew
things. Like | didn't belong and | was
the guy that, | don't know, dropped
off their sparkling water or
sonet hi ng.

GRANDVA GEM
Well, you'll get it at some point Jan.
Soneone will use their brain for once
and | ook at you for how good you are
and not hi ng el se.
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TRAJAN
That's what |'m hoping for.

A white man is walking in front of the two of themon the
sidewal k. He's carrying a baby in a chest baby hol der, al ong
with a bag of fresh vegetables. The father waves at Trajan
and Grandma Gem

GRANDVA GEM
(to White Father)
Hey, how you doi ng?
(to baby)
And how are you? Look at that sm | e?

The white nman continues to walk after letting G andma Gem
talk a little to the baby while passing. The father, baby,
and G andma Gemall have smling faces fromthis nonent.
Traj an enjoys seeing G andma Gem enj oyi ng herself and being

happy.

GRANDMVA GEM ( CONT' D)
Bl ess his heart.

Traj an gl ances at Grandma Gem after hearing what she said. He
scoffs at her statenent.

TRAJAN
That's nmessed up Grandma.

GCRANDVA GEM
VWhat the hell did | say? |I'mjust
wavi ng at the neighbors.

TRAJAN
You know | speak old, right?

GCRANDVA GEM
Still didn't say shit. And who you
calling ol d?

TRAJAN
For starters, |anguage.

G andma Gem scoffs at Trajan chastising her about her
| anguage.

TRAJAN ( CONT' D)

And | guess you don't need ne to get
the mail for you since you ain't old.
(picks up her wal ki ng cane)
You'll be good to go, you just need
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your wal ki ng cane.
Grandna Gem grabs the cane with a lightly serious tone.

GRANDVA CGEM
You better tread lightly, son. You
never too old to get a slap.

TRAJAN
How about for giving one?

G andma Gem shows a small smle after that conmment.

GRANDVA GEM
You al ways had a smart nouth

TRAJAN
But for real. What's with the salt?

GRANDVA GEM
It's just ... things are just
changi ng. | understand that change can
be a good thing and things have gotten
better lately in this neighborhood,
but nobody cared about this place when
it mattered the nost. The guy with the
baby is just a synbol of it all.
Nobody wanted to nmake sure the streets
were safe, that we had quality
school s, or that we have good fresh
food to eat until people I'ike him
showed up. Then the fol ks who stuck it
out through the hard tines, the ones
who kept it fromturning into a
conplete war zone, were forced to nove
out with the cost of living getting
too damm high. | just had to watch M.
G een down the street nove out of his
pl ace after 50 years. And who bought
it? Some 20-sonething preppy asshol es
that ruined the place in a week with a
frat party.

TRAJAN
How did you know it was a frat party?

GRANDVA GEM
My pot boy told nme. Nice kid, he'd be
sonebody if he was only smarter

Traj an shake his head, still surprised at tinmes that G andna
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Gemwould be willing to talk about such things around him

GRANDVA GEM ( CONT' D)
Seriously though, soneone needs to
hang on around here to keep this place
fromgoing conpletely sterile. If we
all get kicked out, then this place
wi || be unrecognizabl e.

TRAJAN
So, that's your m ssion now?

GRANDVA GEM
Lord willing the creek don't rise.
That or ny nortgage.

Trajan and Grandma Gem have a short |augh, but very reserved
consi dering the topic.

GRANDMA GEM ( CONT' D)
|"m heading inside. It's too dam out
here now.

TRAJAN
| mght as well take off then. See ya
t onorrow, G andma.

GRANDMVA GEM
Al right then. Love ya hun.

G andma Gem heads inside the house while Trajan wal ks towards
his car and | eaves.

| NT. HOTEL CONFERENCE AREA - NI GHT

Trajan is on anot her stagehand job where he is part of a crew
setting up a conference room It another hard days work as he
works with the other contractors in setting up the speakers,
screens, nonitors, and other AV equi pnent for an event inside
a hotel. As he takes a quick break, he checks his phone for

m ssed calls and nessages. He sees a text fromhis Mom

MOM ( TEXT)
Cal | back when you can. It's G andma
Gem

After reading the text, Trajan already feels |ike he knows
what happened and is struck by sadness.

END OF ACT ONE
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| NT. CHURCH ( SANCTUARY) - DAY

Trajan is sitting on the church pew, along with his famly,
for Gandma Gemis funeral. Gospel nusic is playing in the
background as a full sanctuary gets in the spirit for praise
and for renenbrance of Grandma Genmis life. As the song begins
to close, REV. BISHOP (African Anerican male; early 60's)

wal ks towards the podiumto address the crowd with cl osing
remar ks.

REV. Bl SHOP
Prai se God, praise God. | was gl ad
when they said unto ne, let us go to
t he house of the Lord. Despite the
reason we are here, despite the
situations or the struggle in our
lives, this is the day the Lord has
made, let us rejoice and be glad in
it.

The crowd reacts with great joy and appl ause. Trajan does as
wel |, even through his is nore reserved because of nourning.

REV. Bl SHOP
As we close this cerenony to honor
Sister Genma King and her transition
to eternity, we will |leave you with
the song that she chose to be played
on this day. Her choice is very
unorthodox for this church, however
because this is Sister Genma and she
means a lot to this church famly, we
w Il honor that request. And w t hout
further ado, here's ... the Sout heast
Si nner s Band.

Rev. Bishop gestures towards a go-go band in the nusic pit.
The nmen in the band | ook nore |ike they're nore ready to
performon the street than in a church. Several of the nen
have unkenpt dreads, revealing tattoos, barely appropriate
busi ness casual attire, and other personal bel ongi ngs on that
di splays to the audi ence their unpreparedness for perform ng
in a church. Trajan has a slight reaction to the band, but

t hen renmenbers how Grandma Gemwas and it doesn't seem as
much of a surprise anynore. The BAND LEAD SI NGER (African
Anmerican male; md 20s) steps up to the mc to address the
audi ence.
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BAND LEAD S| NGER

Yo, whad up eaybody. Like the pastor
said we SSB, the hypest band in the
DW. W bout to get it crackin. Big
ups to Mama Gem may she rest in
peace, ya na nean.

(to the band)
Let's get it.

Wth that command, the band begins there song. It's a go-go
cover of Marvin Gaye's "Sexual Healing". Many in the church
are shocked at the choice in song, while sone, including

Traj an, know that Grandma Gemis that kind of person. Sone in
the cromd begin to grove to the beat. O those that are

nmovi ng, sonme are reserved due to appearances while others are
nore blatant. The song is so good that it's really hard for
the cromd to deny it. As the song continues, the church crowd
beconmes nore responsive to the song.

I NT. CHURCH (FELLOANSHI P HALL) - DAY

After the service and the burial, the famly and cl ose
friends return to the church for lunch. Wiile the famly is
eating, Rev. Bishop wal ks towards Trajan to talk to him

REV. BI SHOP
Jan, how you doing there son?

TRAJAN
Doi ng aiight, Rev. Just doing what |
can to keep things together.

REV. Bl SHOP
It's a big loss in the church, but she
lived a great life and she's in a
better place. Al though |I w sh she
woul d' ve picked a different song. It's
al nost like she's trying to play
tricks on ne. Wuldn't be any
di fferent though. She had a big heart,
but she al ways knew where to stick
you.

TRAJAN
Di d she ever.

REV. BI SHOP
God bl ess her though. She'll be
m ssed.

Rev. Bi shop changes topic to what he needed to talk to Trajan
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REV. Bl SHOP
| did want to talk to you about your
grandnother's will. | hel ped her get

to the right people for setting it up
and they shoul d be contacting your
famly shortly. Your parents wll have
nmore information, but |I'mpretty sure
that you should attend. She al ways
spoke very highly of you so I'd

i magi ne you'd be a part of it.

TRAJAN
Yes, Rev. | will. Thanks.
REV. Bl SHOP

No problem God Bl ess.

TRAJAN
God Bl ess.

Trajan wal ks back to his famly to continue his |unch

EXT. GRANDMA' S HOUSE (PORCH) - DAY

Trajan sits on the porch thinking about Grandna Gem Days
have passed, but it's still very surreal for himthat not to
| ong ago he was having | ong conversations with her and now
she's passed on. He | ooks at the open letter for nonment,
having already read it. After thinking nore about G andma
Gem he heads inside the house.

| NT. CGRANDMVA' S HOUSE - DAY - MONTAGE

As Trajan enters the house, G andma Gem s parting words
resonate with himas he remenbers the goods tinmes with
G andma Gem Several menories run through his mnd as he
wal ks around the house, still filled with her bel ongi ngs.

GRANDMA GEM (V. Q)

To ny grandson Trajan. This has been
t he hardest goodbye letter for nme to
wite. Not because | don't know what
to say or howto say it, but because
you know how to deci pher ny bullshit.
And yes, | will be cursing in ny
farewell letter, so deal with it hun
Qut of all the people in ny life,
you' ve been surprising the only one
around that | can be real with. So if
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| try wite sonme sentinental sounding
gutter trash in this letter, it'll
sound fake and this ain't the tinme for
that. So, let's get to the point. You
are a smart boy. No one | know
woul d' ve been able to deal with the
shit that you have and survive. So
what I"'mgiving you inny will is to
me nore inportant than anything el se
that 1'1l be |eaving behind. My house.
It's nothing special. It needs a ton
of work done to it. But this

nei ghbor hood needs it. To keep it
alive and away from anyone that'|

turn this it into a stale gentrified
shithole. | have no idea what you can
do, hell if I knew | would' ve done it
al ready. But whatever you decide to
do, nmake sure that affects the people
around you in a good way. Make sure it
makes this place better.

Trajan stands in the house | ooking around thinking about how
he can achi eve her wi shes wth the house.

EXT. HOMRD UNI VERSITY - CAMPUS YARD - DAY

Trajan is wal king on the Howard University canmpus, which he
is very famliar with since that is where he graduated from
As he wal ks across the Yard, he takes in the sites. This
brings back sone nenories, sone bad, but overall good from
his time at Howard. Wiile he is wal king, a random | ocal hands
hima flyer to a local night club. He puts it in his pocket
even t hough he has no plans of going there and he hates it
when soneone forces himto take a flyer. Trajan continues to
head to the Liberal Arts conputer lab to neet his friend.

| NT. HOMRD UNI VERSITY - COWPUTER LAB

Trajan wal ks into the conputer lab, which is inside one of
the university's libraries. Since he still has his old school
| D and he | ooks fairly young, he is never questioned further
about wal king into the library. He goes into the conputer |ab
where MAX POUND (Racially anbi guous nmal e; early 30s; queer)
is working on work assignnment on the university conmputers.

TRAJAN
Yo, what up, nan.
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MAX
(while typing on keyboard)
Yo. Just working on a few things.
TRAJAN
(1 ooking at the screen)
This doesn't | ook Iike an assignnent.
MAX
That's cause it isn't. That junk was
easy, finished that a while ago. This
is for work.
TRAJAN
(laughs at Max's situation)
| don't get you man. What do you have,
8 different degrees? How many do you
need?
MAX
As many as it takes to keep ne in this
country.
TRAJAN
Cone on, that shit again. They ain't
| ooki ng for you.
MAX
Yeah, they are. If the Cypriot
mlitary wants you to serve, they wll
find you. They just yoked up ny half-
brother 5 nonths ago. So, if you don't
mnd, | need to keep up with ny Java.
TRAJAN
VWhat ever man.
Max continues his work on the conmputer. Trajan still doesn't
believe him but he doesn't feel |ike arguing so he ends the

conversation and sits next to Max.

MAX
Sorry to hear about Mama Gem

TRAJAN
Thanks man.

MAX
She was pretty nmuch the only one that
didn't give ne any grief when | cane
out. | think she took it better than
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you di d.
Trajan scoffs at Max's assertion.

TRAJAN
Thi s agai n? Just because |'m not doing
backfli ps when you tell me about your
conquests doesn't nmean |I'm sone anti -
gay lunatic. I'msorry, but that stuff
is the last thing a straight nman wants
to hear about in friendly

conversation. Besides, | never
remenber what your damm rules are
anyhow.

MAX

What rule are you tal king about.

TRAJAN
The buck naked rul e.

Max waves off Trajan's rule claim

MAX
It's not arule, it's just the way it
is for ne. Have you | ooked at your
penis lately?

TRAJAN
Wiy would | do that? Do you?
MAX
Hel | no.
TRAJAN
Then why the hell did you ask ne?
MAX
Cause the penis is the ugliest thing
on the human body. | don't care if

you're Brad Pitt, if that thing pops
out in front of nme, that's an absol ute

turnoff.
TRAJAN
And pussy is different?
MAX
O course, it is. That's all systens

go!
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TRAJAN
"1l never understand all your little
qui r ks.
MAX

Wiy can't | run ny sex life the way |
want to and be ne. Wiy you got to step
on ny roses, son?

TRAJAN
Like I said, I'"mnot going to argue
w th you today.

MAX
Hard day?
TRAJAN
Man, | never knew what all you have to

do when soneone passes. Just with the
house, transferring rights, closing
out her accounts. There's not a day

t hat goes by when someone cones by the
house trying to buy it from ne.

MAX
Bunch of sharks. They can't wait to
get an overpayi ng custoner in that
pl ace.

TRAJAN
Yeah, but | got to say, it's getting
harder everyday to turn them down. |
need to figure out sonme way to get
sone noney.

MAX
Trust me, you'll find it. Things |ike
that tend to randomy find you. Gve
it time.

Trajan nods his head in acknow edgenent.

MAX
"1l nmeet up with you later on. Got a
deadl i ne to keep.

TRAJAN
Ai i ght man. Peace.

Trajan and Max dap with each other while saying goodbye to
each other. Trajan | eaves the room and heads back hone.
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END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

| NT. GRANDVA' S HOUSE (LIVI NG ROOM FRONT DOOR) - DAY

Trajan is sitting the living roomplaying a fighting video
gane. Trying to keep his mnd off of the situation with the
house, he really gets into the ganme, in which he's beating an
online player really badly. Between matches, Trajan hears the
doorbell ring. Since there is a possibility of the visitor
being inportant, Trajan exits out the online | obby and heads
to door. He opens the door and sees that it's a man in a suit
with a folder in his hand. He is clearly a SALESVMAN (m d 40s,
Caucasi an) trying to buy G andma Gemi s house from him

SALESMAN
Good afternoon, young man. |'m | ooki ng
for the head of this residence. A Tr
Tra.
TRAJAN
Trajan! Trajan King. I'min charge
her e.
SALESMVAN

On! Well then, I'"mhappy to talk with
you about a gol den opportunity. Wth
condol ences to the previous resident,
| was inform ng her of this nortgage
transfer opportunity before she
passed. However, this offer stil
stands and is yours for the taking if
you' re interested.

TRAJAN
" m not .
SALESMAN
But you still haven't heard all of

what this programcan do for your well -
being. Can | talk to you about

TRAJAN
No.

SALESVAN
May | ask why you don't want to earn
noney from your property?

TRAJAN
Because | know how t he gane is played.
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You buy it fromme at pennies to the

dollar, sell it at 5 tines the price,
or have it rot under a bank then sel
it for 10 tinmes. So | wll say it

clearly so you and the rest of you
cl owns can under stand. No!

Traj an proceeds to slamthe door in the salesman's face. The
sal esman continues to try and convince Trajan to listen to
him even when the door has al ready been slanmed in his face.
Trajan wal ks back to the living roomto get back to playing.
He enters the online | obby search and waits for an opponent.
Wil e he's waiting, he | ooks over to a nearby coffee table
where he left his wallet, keys, cell phone, and other things
that were in his pockets. One of those things is the flyer
for the club that was forcibly given to him Trajan stares at
the flyer for a nonment. This gives himan idea, causing him
to stop playing video ganes with excitenent.

| NT. GRANDVA' S HOUSE (LIVI NG ROOM FRONT DOOR) - NI GAT

Trajan is surrounded by paper, going through various

cal cul ations while conbing the docunents for the information
he seeks. He notices that his cell phone goes off. Max is
texting him

MAX ( TEXT)
At the door.

Trajan qui ckly types back and continues his research.

TRAJAN ( TEXT)
It's open.

Max enters the house and heads towards the living room

MAX
Yo, let's get it cracking. W got to
get ready for that Quilty CGear tourney
com ng up ...

Max sees the TV/gane systemon idle and all the papers
surroundi ng Traj an.

MAX
What the hell is this? Wiy do | not
hear Japanese rock nusic?

Trajan calmy grabs the TV renote, unnutes the TV, and
conti nues to work.

EPISODE TITLE: VACANCY (PILOT)



SHOW: COHAB
21.

MAX
This is bullshit. What's so inportant
that it's ruining nmy night.

TRAJAN
| got idea.

Trajan turns down the TV to a bare m ni rum before he begins
to explain his plan. He picks up the flyer fromthe canpus
and shows it to Max.

MAX
So, you want to turn this place into a
club? It would take sonme work, but |
got some street contacts. Strip club
woul d be better

TRAJAN
No, dunmbass. This ain't gonna be a
club. Think about it. Renmenber when we
kept getting these flyers slid under
our doors?

MAX
Yeah, | got a really good nouse pad
out of one. And a few of themwere
good cup coasters.

TRAJAN
Yeah, they nmake great bookmarks, but
that's beside the point. Renenber Ron
from sophonore year? W always had to
tell himwhen all the good parties and
events were happeni ng because he
coul dn't get housing anywhere on or
near canpus.

MAX
| thought it was nore that he was j ust
| onely and sad, but yeah, | guess that
didn't help.

TRAJAN

Point is so many peopl e are | ooking
for housing around the canpus, why not
rent out the other roonms in the house.
There's plenty of space, at |east for
4 others people. | don't see why not.

MAX
Cause they either broke or they cause
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a ness like the frat clan down the
way.

TRAJAN
So? W broke and we ain't in college.
Besi des, you think I'm gonna | et
anyone nmess up this house? G andma Gem
woul d conme back fromthe grave just to
beat ny ass. Either way, she gave the
house to ne with a mssion and |
believe this is what she wants, so |'m
doi ng.

Max t hi nks about what Trajan just said for a nonent before
tal king to him again.

MAX
Wel |, soneone shoul d have your back.
"' min.

TRAJAN
You're in?

MAX
Way not? You woul dn't know the first
t hi ng about taking care of a house and
|"'ma handyman. Or at |east that's one
of ny jobs. Besides, | think I'm going
to need a new place to |ive real soon.

So, I'll be your first tenant.
TRAJAN
(hesitantly)
k? ... Wl conme aboard.

Max heads towards the door to | eave.

MAX
"1l come by tonorrow with my stuff.
"Il see ya | ater man.

TRAJAN
Ai i ght man. Peace.

Max | eaves the house as Trajan continues to orchestrate his
plan for renting out the house.

| NT. GRANDVA' S HOUSE ( ENTRANCE/ HALLVWAY) - DAY

A week later, Trajan opens the door for RACHEL MCCANN, a
col | ege student and potential tenant. Trajan wel comes her
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i nside and begins the tour of the house.

TRAJAN
Hey! Rachel, right? How are you doi ng?

RACHEL
Great, thank you. This is a beautiful
pl ace. Couldn't believe that you were
renting out the place fromthe
pi ctures.

Traj an takes Rachel up the stairs to see the bedroons.

TRAJAN
And these are the bedroons. The one
down the hall is a little bigger than
the others, but as you can see they
ain't small.

RACHEL

Ni ce. Question - repairs, how w ||
t hat be handl ed?

TRAJAN
"1l be handling that one way or the
other. 1'Il actually be living in the
house as well. My room s right over
t here.

RACHEL

Oh ok, that's interesting.

Rachel notices that the bathroom for one of the roons is on
t he sane hal | way.

RACHEL
Hey, this is not part of the tour, but
do you mind if | check out the
bat hr oon?

TRAJAN
Go ahead. Take your tine.

Rachel wal ks away towards the bathroom Trajan starts to walk
away, but stops and | ooks into his room which is G andnma
Gems old room Even though sone of his stuff has been noved
in, there are still itenms in the roomthat belong to G andna
Gem These itens causes himto the renenber the good tines
with her and gives himconfort that he's fulfilling her

wi shes by opening her house up to those in need of a place to
stay in the nei ghborhood. After taking the tine to renenber
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Grandma Gem Trajan conti nues down the hallway to catch up
wi th Rachel .

END OF ACT THREE
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TAG

EXT. MAX'S EX-BOYFRI END' S HOUSE - DAY

Max has the last bit of his things that he's putting into his
SWV as a part of his nove to Trajan's house. While Max is
treating the situation as a non-issue, his ex-boyfriend ALEX
COBB is absolutely livid and is taking it out verbally on Max
as he's | eaving.

MAX
Al right, |I'"mout.

ALEX
That's it? Three years and that's al
you give nme? Fine then, get the hel
out. | can't believe | put up with you
this long. Al | did was give and you
gave nothing in return. You wouldn't
even let nme get naked in front of you,
what kind of shit is that. You are a
waste of ny tine!

Max | eaves the house not paying any attention to Alex's rant.
Al ex grabs sonething froma tabl e nearby.

ALEX
And take your dam flyers with you. |
can't believe you use these as
coasters. Got naked wonen everywhere,
what's wong with you

Max drives away as Al ex continues to vent.

END OF EPI SODE
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